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WCC Students Provide Free
Income Tax Preparation

MORGANTON — Accounting
students and instructors at
Western Piedmont Communi-
ty College are providing free
tax assistance for individuals
and families with limited in-
come.

The WPCC volunteers will
help individuals who qualify
prepare their tax returns and
e-file them for free.

The Internal Revenue Ser-
vice designed the Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance Program
to help people with basic tax re-
turns, particularly those with
low or limited income.

The Western Piedmont Com-
munity College VITA site will
operate until April 5. The site is
located in Carr Hall, Room 238,
and is open to the public from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. each Monday and
from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. each
Thursday

Returns will be filed using
IRS e-file. Appointments are
recommended but not re-
quired. Call 438-6168 to sched-
ule an appointment.

Other VITA sites are avail-
able at Blue Ridge Community
Action, St. Charles Catholic
Church and East Burke Learn-
ing Alliance in Hildebran.

Single taxpayers may earn
$25,000 or less to qualify and
married taxpayers qualify who
earn $40,000 or less.

Those interested should
bring the following items when
they come for assistance:

• Driver's license or state is-
sued identification.

• Last year's tax return
(2005).

• Social Security cards for
everyone listed on the return.

• W-2 and 1099 forms.
• Information for other in-

come

• Information for all deduc-
tions and credits (such as child
care or tuition).

• Both taxpayers must be
present when filing a joint re-
turn.

Volunteers have a responsi-
bility to provide quality serv-
ice and uphold ethical stan-
dards and may only assist with
returns for which they have
been trained. Taxpayers with
returns that present difficult
issues may be referred to paid
tax preparers off-campus.

Western Piedmont students
are participating in the Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance
program as part of the col-
lege's service learning initia-
tive. ••

Students involved in service
learning gain practical experi-
ence in their fields of study, as
well as a sense of civic respon-
sibility. Residents of the com-
munity benefit by receiving
services they could not access
otherwise.

Western Piedmont Commu-
nity College was one of only
eight colleges nationwide to re-
ceive a prestigious grant to
promote service learning and
civic engagement at the col-
lege.

The grant is part of a$l.lmil-
lion national project, Commu-
nity Colleges Broadening
Horizons through Service
Learning, sponsored by the
American Association of Com-
munity Colleges.

The success of the service
learning initiative will be driv-
en by strong partnerships with
various community agencies
such as Burke County Public
Schools and the United Way
Working Families Partnership
coalition.


